THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD A BUDGET WORK SESSION MEETING
ON TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021, AT 3:30 P.M., IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ROOM LOCATED IN
THE GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN STREET, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA.

THERE WERE PRESENT:

Tommy Cundiff
Leland Mitchell
Ronald Mitchell
Lorie Smith
Tim Tatum, Vice-Chairman
Ronnie Thompson, Chairman

ABSENT:

Mike Carter

OTHERS PRESENT:

Christopher Whitlow, County Administrator
Michael Burnette, Asst. Co. Admin.- arrived @ 4:25
Steve Sandy, Assistant County Administrator
Madeline L. Sefcik, CMC, Clerk

********************
Ronnie Thompson, Chairman, called the meeting to order.

********
BUDGET WORK SESSION
Brian Carter, Director of Finance and Human Services presented the following PowerPoint.

General discussions ensued.
Supervisor R. Mitchell stated that he is willing to suggest a tax increase to meet the salary increase request
of the Sheriff’s Office. Supervisor Tatum wants to look at ways we can get the Sheriff’s Office more money,
for example dedicated funding from the fees on conceal carry permits. He believes the process is a strain
on the Sheriff’s Office and the Office should receive some of the benefits.
Supervisor Smith would like to see information on the drug arrests and convictions based on age and the
list of employees and how long they have worked for the Office.
Chairman Thompson asked what we expected to learn from the proposed salary market study? He doesn’t
think much and felt we were just kicking the can down the road on salary increases that we know are
needed. Mr. Whitlow responded that the RFP for the pay study needs to have specific outcomes. This will
also show a way to assist in the salary issues seen throughout the County.
*********************
Mr. Whitlow spoke to the Board and explained the recent Emergency Declaration that was issued within
the County for predicted detrimental damage to the County due to ice accumulation and other winter
weather conditions. He asked the Board for their support and ratification and recension of this action.
(RESOLUTION #01-03-2021)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to ratify and rescind the recent emergency
of the County declared on 2/17/21 for potentially threatening winter weather.
MOTION BY:
Ronnie Mitchell
SECONDED BY:
Tommy Cundiff
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES: Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson
ABSENT: Carter

*********************
OTHER MATTERS BY SUPERVISORS
Supervisor Smith would like to consider a separate Board Meeting to discuss the proposed housing summit
and would like to find a time to hear from the housing consultant. She would like to have this meeting in
March to give time for planning the large summit in May.
Supervisor R. Mitchell asked Brian Carter to investigate the fire truck rotation and would like to know if that
is figured into our budget this year. The answer was yes. He asked if we have the option to borrow money
and buy multiple fire trucks in one year. Mr. Carter answered that he will discuss this option with our
financial advisors.
Supervisor L. Mitchell suggested the Broadband Authority Meeting meet on Tuesday, March 16 th, 2021 at
12:30 pm instead of Monday, March 15th. The Board agreed to have the Broadband Meeting on March 16 th
at 12:30 pm.
Supervisor L. Mitchell asked the Board what their thoughts were on the provision of financial incentives for
solar. The answer was the Planning Commission is doing their due diligence on this topic and is going to
address this topic in the future.
Adjournment Thereafter until March 16, 2021, at approximately 1:30 PM for the regularly Scheduled Board
Meeting.

